
View this email in your browser

Bulletin
January 2026             Federation of North Carolina Historical Societies           Volume 46, no. 1

Federation News
Happy New Year!

We hope you enjoyed the holidays and are ready to promote local, state, and national history in 2026
to honor the 250th anniversaries of the Declaration of Independence and the formation of North
Carolina's state government.

Another important anniversary: 50 years ago, the Division of Archives & History published the
first Federation newsletter in September 1976.
Welcome new members:

The Bricoleur, a woodworking business in Germanton.
Clayton Historical Association, a volunteer organization founded in 2007. CHA holds
monthly meetings at the Hocutt Ellington Memorial Library.  
Statesville Historical Collection began as a private collection of local
memorabilia. Preservation Statesville now supports the museum, which is open six days a
week.

Mini Grant applications due January 31! Two grants of up to $1,500 are available to help fund
local history projects. All active member organizations are eligible to apply. 

         

2026 Membership: Dues have remained $25 for 50 years! The detail above can be found on
page 3 of the Federation's first newsletter. Although at that time there were tiered membership
levels, this organization has kept dues as low as possible to maintain a nonprofit board and
support key services. Mail a check for $25 to the Federation at MSC 4610, Raleigh NC 27699-
4610 or renew your membership online. Note: dues are waived for organizations sponsoring
NHD contests or awards and Friends of the Archives organizational members.
Newsome Award for Excellence in Local History: The board recently approved changes to the
award to allow for nominations on a rolling basis and to encourage member organizations to
self-nominate or to nominate other groups that have accomplished notable history
projects. This change allows member organizations to be more proactive in recognizing local
history projects in their own communities and regions. Do you know of a local history project
worthy of recognition? Complete the Newsome Award application or email information to
Danielle Shirilla, dani.shirilla@dncr.nc.gov.

Member News

      

Charlotte Mecklenburg Historic Landmark Commission is working with the Charlotte Museum
of History to secure a rare statutory designation for the 1774 Alexander Homesite that will
protect it from demolition. Only 10 other properties in North Carolina have that designation.  
Historic Port of Washington Project Vice President Ray Midgett collaborated with DNCR’s
Museum of Natural Sciences for his presentation about the Bug House/Washington Field
Museum in Washington. Midgett included a range of photos from the State Archives, using a
colorization program.
The High Point Historical Society's 13th annual Adopt-an-Artifact campaign in fall 2025 raised
over $29,000 in conservation funds for 37 irreplaceable local artifacts, including a soap box
derby car from 1953, shoes worn by track star Harry Williamson in the 1936 Olympics, and a
stained glass window and pulpit from the now-demolished First Baptist Church on Washington
Street.
New member materials on DigitalNC:

High Point Museum: directories from the High Point council of garden clubs
Lewisville Historical Society: 53 new issues of the Lewisville Citizen, 20 yearbooks, and
more

Member Events

Jan. 7, 7 p.m., N.C. Genealogical Society, Diane Richard presents a free live webinar, Genealogy's
Best-Kept Secrets: Offbeat Resources Useful for Tracing Colonial North Carolina Women.
Jan. 8, noon-1 p.m., Historical Society of Topsail Island. John Moseley, Curator of Education at
the N.C. Maritime Museum in Southport will speak about the maritime museum system.
Jan. 10, 6-9 p.m. Charlotte Museum of History, Twelth Night: Spirits of the Season. Tickets:
$30 members/$35 non-members.
Jan. 12, 6 p.m. Lewisville Historical Society. Author Doug Shouse will discuss two novels in his
Southern Warrior Series, American Janus and American Achilles at the Mary Alice Warren
Community Center. For more information, call 336-766-5842.
Jan. 13, 6-8 p.m. Gaston County Museum, Fireside History Series: Long Rifles with Dawn King.
Free; reservations required.
Jan. 17, 9:30 a.m. Chatham County Historical Association, monthly book club, Farming
Dissenters: The Regulator Movement in Piedmont North Carolina, by Carole Troxler.
Jan. 20, 6-7:30 p.m. Beaufort Historical Association, annual membership meeting potluck. 
Jan. 26, 7-8 p.m. Wake County Historical Society, State Archives' Military Archivist, Ashley
Latta Post will present Wake County at War: Wake County Veterans in Twentieth-Century
Conflicts. Tickets: $5 members/$10 nonmembers.
Feb. 1, 2 p.m. Chatham County Historical Association, Carole Troxler will present information
from her book, The Regulator Movement and the Revolution in the North Carolina Backcountry.
Feb. 2 (inclement weather date February 23) 10 a.m.-3 p.m., the High Point Museum and NCMC
host a collection photography workshop. Fee $20-25. Lunch included. Register by January 15.
Feb. 7, 1-2 p.m. Murfreesboro Historical Association & Hertford County African American
History Coalition, Hannah Crafts & George Reynolds historical markers reception.
Feb. 8, 2-4 p.m. Beaufort Historic Site, membership drive Valentine party.
Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m. Gaston County Museum, Fireside History Series: The Life of James Rhyne with
Jason Luker. Free; reservations required.
Feb. 14-July 31, Cultivator, Inc. Revolutionary Women of Hertford County photo exhibit.
Feb. 15, 2-5 p.m. Waldensian Heritage Museum, Celebration of the 178th Anniversary of the
Edict of Emancipation.
Feb. 18, 12:30 p.m. Southport Historical Society, Living Voices: Lunch with History. Free to
members, $10 for non-members.
Feb. 16, 7-8 p.m. Wake County Historical Society, Author Rob Christensen will discuss his book,
Southern News, Southern Politics: How a Newspaper Defined a State for a Century. Tickets: $5
members/$10 nonmembers.
March 10, 6-8 p.m. Gaston County Museum, Fireside History Series: Women’s Suffrage with
Jane Kaylor. Free; reservations required.
March 14. African American Historical and Genealogical Society of the Sandhills, 2026 State
FamFest. Sign up to be a FamFest vendor or display your family history at FamFest. For more
information, call Desi Campbell at 910-502-3517.
March 16, 7-8 p.m. Wake County Historical Society, Wake 250: Artifacts from Archaeological
Digs in Rolesville, presented by Michael Bailey. Tickets: $5 members/$10 non-members.

DNCR News

America 250 NC:
Recipients of a community grant, the Friends of Main Street Lumberton recently unveiled this
breathtaking mural at 302 N. Chestnut Street. The people featured are (L-R) Malcolm McLean, Tom
Oxendine, and Ida Van Smith. North Carolina muralist Max Dowdle was the artist and had help
painting from community members of all ages.

Four exhibits are available for print on demand as panels or posters. Check out the schedule of
traveling panel exhibits to find a venue near you.
MY AMERICA is a nationwide, youth-driven art and civic engagement campaign. Through
artistic expression, civic action, and public commemoration, MY AMERICA will empower young
people across all 50 states to reflect on what unity, democracy, and being American means by
creating a large mosaic of an American flag made up of thousands of individual tiles with
messages, drawings, and poems. Upon its completion, the flag mosaic will be 150 feet long x 80
feet wide, half the size of a football field. Teachers may register classes to participate and
receive a USA flag kit.
The Youth 250 Toolkit has been updated. The toolkit aims to help organizations reach,
understand, and empower today's youth through America 250 programming.
Virtual Book Club meets every other month to chat about a work of North Carolina-based
historical fiction. Meetings are 6 p.m. on Microsoft Teams. The next club meeting, Feb. 25, will
discuss Barbara Wright's novel for middle grade readers, set in 1898 Wilmington, Crow.

State Archives:
Kelly Policelli began in the role of State Archivist of North Carolina December
1. Policelli most recently served as an assistant librarian and coordinator of
University Archives and Special Collections at Elon University. Prior to her
work at Elon, Policelli worked at the State Archives in government records and
digital services sections. Her previous archival experience includes Digital
Durham at Duke University, the Heinz History Center Library and Archive,
N.C. State University Special Collections Research Center, and University of
North Carolina Photographic Archive. She holds a bachelor's degree from
Franklin & Marshall College, a master's in public history from NCSU, and a

master's in library science from UNC.

State Historical Records Advisory Board:

2026 applications are now open for the Traveling Archivist Program. Selected organizations
receive site visits for consultation and/or training and starter kits of preservation supplies to
assist with archives preservation and access. Apply by Feb. 15.
The Traveling Archivist Program Intern works to help previous TAP recipients create finding
aids and improve preservation for their collections. Apply to host an intern this summer
by Feb. 15.

The Charlotte Hawkins Brown Museum's preservation project for the Palmer Memorial
Institute was recently featured in the National Trust for Historic Preservation's blog, Saving Places.
 

Upcoming DNCR Events

Jan. 10, 17, 24, & 31, noon. State Capitol, New Year Ancient Ideas! Learn how the ideas of the
ancient Greeks and Romans shaped modern North Carolina and America. Tour topics will
include: ancient symbolism in art and architecture, citizenship and voting, military service,
government, science and mathematics, and many other topics connecting our distant past with
the modern day!
Jan. 15, 1-4:30 p.m. State Library of North Carolina, Book Repair Workshop at the Forsyth
Public Library. Craig Fansler, Preservation Librarian at Wake Forest University’s Z. Smith
Reynolds Library, will teach how to use inexpensive tools to make every day repairs to library
materials. 
Jan. 17, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Fort Fisher Historic Site, Fort Fisher's 161st Anniversary
Commemoration. The commemoration will include living history and community group
displays, artillery demonstrations, guided tours, and more!
Jan. 19, 10-11 a.m. Stone Mountain State Park, Quilting in North Carolina: A Brief History. Join a
Ranger at the Visitor Center for a discussion on quilting: look at examples, see the loom, and
talk about the contribution of quilting to the story of North Carolina's culture. 
Jan. 22, noon-1 p.m. State Archives of North Carolina, 2026: New Year, New
Collections, webinar. Learn highlights of newly available collections from staff based Raleigh
and the Outer Banks and Asheville branches. Topics will include new records about Black
Mountain College, additions to the oral history and photograph collections, new military
correspondence, and ways to access these records online.
Jan. 24, 10-11 a.m. Lake James State Park, The History of Lake James: From Native Lands to
Modern Recreation. Join a park ranger for an engaging presentation on the history of Lake
James. Learn how this area transformed from a mountain river valley into the lake and state
park we know today, including early settlement, dam construction, recreation history, and
conservation efforts.
Jan. 30-31, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., virtual and at the N.C. Museum of Art, 25th annual African American
Cultural Celebration. With the Museum of History under renovation, the Museum of Art will
host this year's festival.
Feb. 7, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Alamance Battleground State Historic Site, A Soldier from the Look of
Him: Orange County Militia Muster. Join us as historic interpreters bring to life Capt. James
Thackston’s Company of the Orange County militia during a general muster in February 1771!
Experience the emotion as men are encouraged to volunteer for Governor Tryon’s upcoming
expedition against the Regulators.
Feb. 19, 7-8 p.m., N.C. Museum of History, Rick Atkinson, author of The Fate of the Day: The War
for America, Fort Ticonderoga to Charleston, 1777–1780, will speak about the middle years of the
Revolution at the DNCR auditorium in Raleigh. Tickets: $10 members/$15 nonmembers. 

Free Webinars

Jan. 12, 11 a.m.-noon. Adaptive Leadership: Creating Innovation From Chaos presented by
Nonprofit Learning Lab.
Jan. 12, 2-3 p.m. Assess Your Funding: Diversification and Strategy Overview presented by
GrantStation.
Jan. 19, 6-7 p.m. Accession, Acquisition, and Appraisal presented by Backlog.
Jan. 22, 3-4 p.m. Introduction to the AASLH Awards Program. The AASLH Leadership in History
Awards recognizes good history in a wide range of projects: exhibits, public programming,
special projects, lifetime achievement, publications, and more. Nominations are open to
everyone and due March 1. 
Jan. 26, 6-7 p.m. Metadata 101 presented by Backlog.
Jan. 28, noon-1 p.m. Planning for Cultural Institutions: What's Next? presented by the
Conservation Center for Art & Historic Artifacts & Lyrasis.
Feb. 2, 6-7 p.m. Archival Loans presented by Backlog.

Explore additional topics on demand with Gaylord Archival webinar recordings from 2025 and the
Connecting to Collections Care webinar archives.

Conferences & Training
Feb. 2, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. North Carolina Museums Council workshop, Photographing Your Museum
Collection. Registrar Corinne Midgett will lead this workshop at the High Point Museum. The
morning session will feature a presentation and group discussion, while the afternoon will focus on
live demonstrations and hands-on practice. Registration: $20 members; $25 non-members.

Jan. 29-March 17, various times, four one-hour sessions, National Council of Public History, Ethics,
AI, and the Public Humanities Speaker Series.

Conferences:

Feb. 16-18, Small Museum Association, 42nd Annual Conference, York, P.A.
March 10-12, Main Street & Rural Planning Conference, New Bern. Early bird pricing through
Feb. 13.
March 27-28, N.C. Association of Historians Conference, Elizabeth City State University. Call for
papers deadline Jan. 31.
March 27-28, N.C. Genealogical Society virtual conference.
April 11-13, N.C. Museums Council Conference, Hidden Treasures: The Unseen Work &
Opportunities Within Museums. Greenville.
April 16-18, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation Garden Symposium, virtual and in-person
registration options. Scholarship application deadline Feb. 23. 
May 28-29, Society of North Carolina Archivists/South Carolina Archival Association Joint
Conference Many Voices, Stronger Archives: Advocacy through Community. UNC-Charlotte.
SNCA session proposals via Google form and SNCA workshop proposals via email
to danielk23@ecu.edu due Feb. 6.
May 31-June 4, Costume Society of America and the Southeastern Region, 52nd Annual Meeting
and Symposium in Charlotte. With its rich textile heritage, thriving fashion scene, and
innovative textile recycling industry, Charlotte is the perfect location for Re-Cycles of Dress. 
Mark your calendars for Sept. 28-30! the Southeastern Museum Conference is coming to
the Benton Convention Center in Winston-Salem. The 2026 theme, Forged in Culture –
Focused on the Future, honors the diverse cultural and artistic traditions that have shaped
Winston-Salem and the Southeast. It also looks ahead to how museums and cultural
institutions can evolve with purpose, creativity, resilience, and commitment to inclusive
practice. SEMC session proposal deadline February 6. 

Grants

Society of American Archivists Foundation Catalyst Grant Program provides funding to support
complex archival projects. Awards range from $500 to $5,000. Eligible expenses include
internships, supplies, and capital projects. Deadline: Jan. 31.
Country School Association Preservation Grant funds up to $1,000 for the preservation of one
or two-room buildings once used as country schools. Innovative Instruction Grant offers start-
up support, up to $1,500, for the delivery of inventive PreK-12 and/or adult learning programs.
Deadlines: Jan. 31.
Federation of N.C. Historical Societies Mini Grants fund up to $1,500 for member projects.
Deadline: Jan. 31.
National Railway Historical Society Heritage Grants provide up to $5,000 to preserve
equipment, buildings, or related archives. Deadline: Jan. 31.
Foundation for Advancement in Conservation Outreach Grants fund projects and activities that
improve public understanding of conservation and support under-resourced institutions in
meeting their collection care needs. Deadline: Feb. 15.
North Caroliniana Society Archie K. Davis Fellowships fund travel/subsistence expenses for
North Carolina research for $4,000-$5,000. Deadline: March 1.
Marion Stedman Covington Foundation funds historic preservation projects and related
resources. Deadline: March 1.
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Fund for historic interiors and Johanna Favrot Fund for historic
preservation, $2,500-$15,000. Note: must be a Preservation Leadership Forum member to
apply. Deadline: March 2.
N.C. Arts Council Project Support Grants help organizations that produce or present specific
arts programs with a strong emphasis on engaging audiences and participants of all ages.
$5,00-$15,000. Deadline: March 2.
American Historical Print Collectors Society Grants fund conservation of 100-yr-old prints. Up
to $3,000 for projects. Deadline: March 31.

Rolling:

Cannon Foundation quarterly grants fund capital improvements or equipment projects for
organizations providing historic or environmental preservation services in North Carolina.
T-Mobile Hometown Grants fund up to $50,000 for community projects in towns with
populations under 50,000.
North Carolina Preservation Consortium and the North Carolina Museums Council Disaster
Relief Grants assist collecting institutions affected by disasters. Applicants must be
institutional members of NCPC or NCMC and must be within the de-clared North Carolina
disaster areas as defined by FEMA or the Governor of N.C.
The Dudley Flood Center Youth-Led Mini Grants (up to $500) support youth-driven projects
that promote history, civic engagement, and social justice within their communities. These
grants encourage young leaders to develop and implement projects that address local issues by
engaging in the study of history and the principles of equity and community empowerment. 
The Federation of N.C. Historical Societies offers no-interest loans to members of up to
$15,000 for projects including publications and special programs.

History Help
Looking for a platform to organize and host event registrations? Check out Zeffy! From Federation
board member and Gaston County Museum Assistant Director and Federation Advisory Board
member, Matthew Titchener: "Zeffy is a great platform that we use...for our free and ticketed events.
Before that we were getting slammed with Eventbrite fees which they hiked up last October. Zeffy is
100% free." Zeffy also has a referrals program for users. By sharing a referral link to other nonprofits
that sign up, an organization can receive 25 cents for every donation/transaction they take in up to
$300 per month. If you want to sign up, you can use the Gaston County Museum's referral link.

More Guidance:

10 Lessons On How To Lead Nonprofits, Bloomerang
8 Steps to a Successful Social Media Video Marketing Strategy, Sprout Social
Using Universal Design to Create Safe, Welcoming and Joyful Spaces, National League of Cities
4 Simple Yet Effective Ways to Encourage Member Renewals, Nonprofit Learning Lab
Autism and Public Spaces: Autism-Friendly Museums, Golden Steps ABA
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